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Believe me, these are big issues, and I hope
I gave you some things to think about tonight
that’ll make you want to keep on fighting all
the way through next year. Thanks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to Mr.

Avant’s wife, Jacqueline; former Gov. Roy Romer
of Colorado, former general chair, Democratic
National Committee; musician Quincy Jones, a co-
ordinator of the planned millennium celebration
on The Mall; motivational speaker Anthony Rob-
bins; and Berry Gordy III, founder, Motown
Records Industries.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Iraq’s
Compliance With United Nations Security Council Resolutions
October 1, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use of

Military Force Against Iraq Resolution (Public
Law 102–1) and as part of my effort to keep
the Congress fully informed, I am reporting on
the status of efforts to obtain Iraq’s compliance
with the resolutions adopted by the United Na-
tions Security Council. My last report, consistent
with Public Law 102–1, was transmitted on Au-

gust 2, 1999. I shall continue to keep the Con-
gress informed about this important issue.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on October 4.

Remarks on the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty and an Exchange
With Reporters
October 4, 1999

The President. Is everybody in? I’d like to
make a brief statement, and then I’ll answer
your questions.

Our national security team is about to meet
to discuss the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
to end nuclear weapons testing forever. This
is very important for protecting our people from
the danger of nuclear war. That’s why so many
prominent Americans, including four former
Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, support
it.

For 2 years, the opponents in the Senate have
blocked any consideration of the treaty. Now,
we have been given just 8 days before the Sen-
ate vote. I will do all I can to get the treaty
ratified.

Our experts have concluded that we don’t
need more tests to keep our own nuclear forces
strong. We stopped testing in 1992, and now

we are spending $4.5 billion a year to maintain
a reliable nuclear force without testing. Since
we don’t need nuclear tests, it is strongly in
our interest to achieve agreement that can help
prevent other countries, like India, Pakistan,
Russia, China, Iran, and others, from testing
and deploying nuclear weapons.

The treaty will also strengthen our ability to
monitor if other countries are engaged in sus-
picious activities, through global chains of sen-
sors and onsite inspections, both of which the
treaty provides for. This is a crucial decision
the Senate is about to make that will affect
the welfare of the American people well into
the next century. I hope the American people
will pay close attention to this, and I hope the
Senate will pay close attention and that we will
have a careful debate as much as possible within
the time that’s been allotted.
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